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AN ERCIARTAT ATH GATSEAT:

SEVENTH CHAPTER

JAIGEESHAVYA MEETS SKANDA

Soota spoke:

gcgarcdl U ¢ ol ASHUeIIA Afeg-HSaT-I0itee FIUg-ari=id: |

TSIl T I AET-guH-aree: |

Having spoken these words, Deva seated on his Huge Bull, along with Devi the Mother of Jagat,

went off to Kailaasa the abode of Shankara, getting worshipped by the groups of his Ganas
headed by Nandi and Bhringeesha, and all the noble Suras and Asuras.

Stofived! AfAdcdT AEICT-UGTgoTH CA—IATRHSTINHG Fheg, shi>d-[AGRUTH]|
Jaigeeshavya saluted the lotus-feet of MahaaDeva, and absorbed in the contemplation of Shiva,

left that place, accompanied by all the other devotees of Shiva.
Meditating on Shiva, they approached Skanda, the piercer of Mount Krauncha.

[In the framing narrative of the ShivaRahasya, after Lord Shiva reveals the esoteric wisdom to

Sage Jaigeeshavya and commands him to transmit it, this massive assembly of Enlightened Seers gathers
to receive the transmission of the Rahasya-Vidyaa.

These Sages are not ordinary scholars; they are described as Shiva-sammataah (accepted and approved by
Lord Shiva). Because their minds are purified by tapas and free from prejudice, they form the ideal, fully
qualified assembly (Adhikaari-Mandala) to hear the non-dual revelation of Kaivalya-Mukti.]

(This passage provides an exhaustive assembly of the greatest Vedic seers, Upanishadic masters, and
Shaiva luminaries. Offer your humble salutations to each of them, before you start your journey towards
Knowledge Supreme.)

Ut FiAataegdifhdcay:,

He was surrounded by the Best of Sages, the foremost among Shaivaites, who were intent on
devotion; The Sages present included -
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[WHO ARE THE SAPTA RISHIS?]

wHENsHIRge @Ay siaer: [seeiaafasa ada »ua: wan|)

[The Esoteric Meaning in the Brhadaranyaka Upanishad:

In Vedantic subtle physiology, these seven sages are not merely historical figures; they represent the seven
vital senses (praanas) presiding over the upper apertures of the head:

Gautama & Bharadvaaja - The two ears (shrotra).

Visvamitra & Jamadagni - The two eyes (chakshus).

Vasistha & Kasyapa - The two nostrils (ghraana).

Atri - The tongue/speech (vaak, derived from ad - to eat/consume).]

[The Saptarsis (H'H'@'J: - Seven Sages) are the primeval seers of Vedic revelation, cosmic order, and

civilizational memory. They serve simultaneously as historical seers (Mantra-drastaarah),
cosmic custodians of Dharma across cosmic epochs (manvantaras),

celestial bodies in Vedic astronomy, and subtle faculties within human consciousness.
The Seven Sages of the Present Era (Vaivasvata Manvantara):

In Hindu cosmology, each cosmic cycle (Manvantara) has its own council of seven sages.

The list beginning with your text — MassFIRgEN.. - designates the seven sages of the present 7th epoch:
FHRIUIsAIRGraT fTafaatsy Maa:| FAGFadfsy adad Hu: TFan |

39T (Gautama) - Son of Raahiigana, lineage of Angiras; husband of Ahalyaa.

Seer of hymns in Rgveda Mandala 1; author of Gautama Dharma Sttra and foundational Nyaaya
philosophy; brought down the holy river Godaavari (Gautamy).

A (Atri) - Mind-born son (Maanasaputra) of Brahmaa; husband of Anasiiyaa.

Son of Brhaspati; preceptor of kings and master of the sciences.
Chief seer of Rgveda Mandala 5; father of Lord Dattaatreya, Durvaasas, and Chandra.
Renowned for transcending the three gunas (a-tri = beyond the three).

HIGIST (Bharadvaaja) - Son of Brhaspati; preceptor of kings and master of the sciences.

Primary seer of Rgveda Mandala 6; father of Dronaachaarya; attributed with treatise on statecraft,
Ayurveda, and Vaimaanika Shaastra.

T (Vigvaamitra) - Born King Gaadhi (Kshatriya) -attained Brahmarshi status through fierce tapas.

Seer of the supreme Gaayatri Mantra (Rgveda 3.62.10); mentor to Sri Raama and Laksmana; celebrated
for his legendary rivalry and eventual reconciliation with Vasishta.

SAFAETIA (Jamadagni) - Descendant of Bhrgu; son of Reika and Satyavati; husband of Renukaa.

Master of celestial archery and rituals; father of Parashuraama (the 6th avataara of Visnu);
keeper of the wish-fulfilling divine cow KaamaDhenu.

afds (Vasishta) - Mind-born son of Brahmaa; husband of Arundhati; royal guru of the Iksvaaku dynasty.

Seer of Rgveda Mandala 7 (including the Mahaamrtyufijaya Mantra); teacher of Srf Raama in the non-dual
masterwork YogaVaasishta; embodiment of Sattva and serenity.

hRIY (Kasyapa) - Son of Marici; cosmic progenitor married to the daughters of Daksha (Aditi, Diti, etc.).

The genetic and cosmic ancestor of Devas, Asuras, Naagas, birds, and mankind; central seer of Rgveda
Mandala 9 (Soma Pavamaana).]
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[The Esoteric / Upanishadic Meaning (Pindaanda-Rahasya)
AT fAuTATTACIAT 3TAT [N T FACTA:...

These two are Vishvaamitra and Jamadagni; these two are Gautama and Bharadvaaja; these two are
Vasishtaa and Kashyapa; and speech itself is Atri..."

The Two Ears: Gautama (right) and Bharadvaaja (left) - hearing sacred revelation (shruti).

The Two Eyes: Vishvaamitra (right) and Jamadagni (left) - direct spiritual vision and illumination (darshana).
The Two Nostrils: Vasishta (right) and Kashyapa (left) - the balanced currents of vital breath (Praana an

Apaana). The Tongue / Speech: Atri - derived etymologically from root 3¢ (ad), "to eat/consume" and
"to utter speech" (atti iti atrih).

In this inward yoga, when the five sensory gates and the tongue are subdued and turned toward the enter,
the "Seven Sages" merge their lights at the crown (Sahasraara), realizing the indwelling Brahman. ]

GAAYATRI MANTRAM EXPLANATION

$
ddq afagaved et dawr dafe
e 9t & geea

3%9{333'113:

It ey dAfe
far 4 & yEeaq
3T PHau: P

5 g
st o A
Rt @ & e

3y A T ST T TRH



AadiShankara says:
IMET AT (GAAYATRI CHANT) is the essence of Vedas.

Vedas proclaim the oneness of
\_T“alc?lo_'[ and W ATcAA (INDIVIDUAL SELF AND THE SUPREME SELF).
I A=A also aims at this oneness only.

EXPLANATION OF THE MANTRA BY SHANKARA

U3sTele] (SUPREME SELF) is ®fdq - SAVITR - SUN.

U3sTele] (SUPREME SELF) is &d: - DEVA - the Shining one.

He is the light by which we see other lights.

U] (SUPREME SELF) is @U& - VARENYAM - Greatest, because he is well known to
everybody as their very Self, as their T.

WReTele (SUPREME SELF) is #19T: - BHARGA - the lustrous one, because He destroys the
ignorance in everyone.

We meditate on THAT Wsielel (SUPREME SELF) who is referred to by the words - &fdq  ga:
g9t and Mo

Let THAT Ustel<] (SUPREME SELF) give us the power to meditate on Him as our own self.
Let THAT Wstel<] (SUPREME SELF) inspire our thoughts to comprehend the truth of the oneness
of SiaicA<] AND GI&ATcH« (INDIVIDUAL SELF AND THE SUPREME SELF).

[Para Brahman is not an entity or person with intelligence or mind.

Para Brahman is not a God. Para Brahman is all that exists as known and understood.

Para Brahman is the state of Reality beyond the reach of senses and mind and intellect.

We can not understand Para Brahman with our intellect; but can know that we are just the flashing
unreal waves rising from the Reality-state. ]

3 dd |@d (OM TAT SAT)

These three words form the essence of Vedas.

3 is the common word in this statement and the IMIAT &= (Gaayatri Chant).

dd is also a common word in both.

In the IMIA A3 (Gaayatri Chant) the word dd (TAT) is given a detailed explanation.

dd (TAT) in M= A=+ (Gaayatri Chant) refers to &fIq ¢a: #31: and @I, (SAVITR, DEVA, BHARGA
and VARENYAM)

Hd (SAT) means the Pure Existence or the Awareness in you.

You are the &d (SAT) the Principle of Existence the Brahman, because of which all other things
like your body, mind etc. exist.

3 ddq ¥4 (OM TAT SAT) means the oneness of SdlcAd AND UTHTCH

( INDIVIDUAL SELF AND THE SUPREME SELF).

3 dd @4 (OM TAT SAT) means ‘THAT IS EXISTENCE'.

AT A3 (Gaayatri Chant) means: “THAT PARABRAHMAN, THAT LUSTROUS SHINING SUN -
EXISTS - AS YOu!”



MEANING OF Il HH [

#: - BHOOH - EXISTENCE

da: - BHUVAH - CONSCIOUSNESS

Td: - SVAH - BLISS

AT: - MAHAH - GREAT

Sid: - JANAH - CAUSE

dd: - TAPAH - LUSTRE

dcd - SATYAM - UNAFFECTED

All these words mentioned in the 3MId A= (Gaayatri Chant) refer to the U3siel{ PARA BRAHMAN
(SUPREME SELF)

3mg: - AAPAH - ALL PERVADING OR EXTENDING OR SPREADING OUT
ST - JYOTI - SHINING LIGHT

Id: - RASAH - ESSENCE

3Hd - AMRITAM — NECTAR
MEDITATION

Let us meditate like this, when we chant the complete <1 H=¥ (Gaayatri Chant)

“I am the Supreme Para Brahman.

I am the witness of the actions of my body, mind and intellect.
These are the instruments given to me for experiencing the world.
I need no other support for my existence.

I'am ‘THAT’ (Brahman)

which is referred to in the GAAYATRI MANTRA,

as

SAVITR, BHARGA, DEVA and VARENYAM.

I am BHOO, BHUVA, SVAHA,

MAHAHA, JANAHA, TAPAHA, and SATYAM.

ITam AAPA, I am JYOTI I am RASA. I am AMRITAM. I am BRAHMA

lLam EVERYTHING.
Lam SAT-CHIT-AANANDA.
I am Existence. I am Awareness. [ am Bliss. | AM THAT”

IS SO 31E ST o 31E STenfoa |
AHAM BRAHMAASMI - AHAM BRAHMAASMI - AHAM BRAHMAASMI

I AM THAT BRAHMAN -1 AM THAT BRAHMAN- I AM THAT BRAHMAN

Let that Supreme Self inspire our intellects
to meditate upon the Truth.
1 am the Supreme Self.

oM
This is the meaning of

I el A= (GAAYATRI MANTRA )
according to HT%QWQWIEIE\CI ¢ (AADI SHANKARA BHAGAVATPAADA)
(OM TAT SAT)]



Soota spoke:

He was surrounded by the Best of Sages, the foremost among Shaivaites, who were intent on
devotion; The Sages present included -

The Ancient Lineages & Patriarchs
HAGUSAT-sY-AlgeA STHG PANIETAT|
qaTarge= a9l dEeal-seTerIe: |

Sage Maarkandeya (patronymic son of Sage Mrkandu) -

the immortal devotee of Lord Shiva (Chirafijivin) who embraced the Linga at age sixteen, causing
Lord Shiva as Kaalaantaka-Miirti to defeat Yama (Death). He is the celebrated seer of the
Maarkandeya Puraana and the Devi Maahaatmya.

Sage Maudgalya (descendant of Sage Mudgala) -
the revered Vedic seer associated with the Mudgala Upanishad and the Rgveda - is famed for his
uncompromising adherence to truth, hospitality (shiloficha-vrtti), and mastery of non-dual devotion.

Sage Jamadagni (son of Rchika, descendant of Bhrgu) -
one of the Saptarshis of the present Manvantara and the father of Parashuraama, celebrated for his
blazing spiritual fire (Jaamad-agni) and mastery of sacred mantras.

Sage Bhrgu (born from the sacrificial fire of Prajaapati Brahmaa) -
the primeval progenitor of the Bhaargava lineage, author of the Bhrgu Samhita, and one of the
principal founders of Vedic and astrological lore.

Sage Durvaasas -an incarnation of Lord Shiva’s wrathful aspect (Raudraamsha) -
born to Sage Atri and Anasiiyaa, legendary for his exacting yogic tests, fiery temperament, and
potent boons and curses.

Sage Chyavana (son of Bhrgu) -

the great Vedic ascetic rejuvenated by the Ashvini Kumaaras (giving rise to the Chyavanapraasha
formulation) and the seer who forced the celestial gods to grant the Ashvins their rightful share of
the Soma offering.

Sage Garga (descendant of Bharadvaaja) -

the primeval royal priest of the Yaadavas, author of the Garga Samhita, and one of the ancient
masters of astronomical and astrological sciences (Jyotisha).

Sage Vitahavya (vita + havya - "He whose sacrificial oblations have departed / been completed",
or "He who is purified by offerings") -

a celebrated king who attained the status of a Brahmarshi through the grace of Sage Bhrgu and
continuous contemplation on the non-dual Truth.

Sage Analaashana - ‘anala’- fire + ashana [eater/consumer]) -"The Fire-Consumer" -
referring either to an ascetic seer by this name or a Sage practising the extreme austerity of
sustaining life solely on fire/heat energy (Agni-bhaksana / Pafichaagni-tapas).
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The Great Saptarshis & Vedic Seers
Taar-sPIREET arer-gafRr-ae: |
Fal-sfTacvasida iR Q|

Sage Gautama (patronymic of the Gotama lineage) -

the revered seer of the First and Ninth Mandalas of the Rgveda, author of the Gautama Dharma
Sttra, and the Sage through whose intense penance Lord Shiva released the holy river Godaavari
(Gautami Gangaa) at Tryambakeshvara.

Sage Atri (etymologically na trayah - "beyond the three Gunas / three times").
One of the primeval mind-born sons (Maanasaputras) of Brahmaa, the principal seer of the Fifth
Mandala of the Rgveda, husband of the chaste Anastiyaa, and father of Lord Dattaatreya.

Sage Bharadvaaja - from bhara + vaaja - Derived from the root ‘bhr’ — bharat — to carry/
Vaaja — vigour, strength - "he who bears/sustains immense speed, vigorous, or divine food".
The illustrious seer of the Sixth Mandala of the Rgveda, son of Brhaspati, and master of the
sciences of Ayurveda, Dhanurveda, and statecraft.

Sage Daalbhya - a prominent Vedic Rishi featured in the Chaandogya Upanishad -

in the famous philosophical discourse with Shilaka Shaalaavatya and Pravaahana Jaivali on the
nature of Saaman and Aakaasha as the ultimate ground -

and is also featured as a great ascetic in the MahaaBhaarata.

Sage Hayashiras - In Puraanic literature, Hayashiras is celebrated as the repository of Vedic
knowledge who retrieved the sacred Vedas and imparted the esoteric knowledge of mantras to
Sages like Agastya.

Manu - The archetype of self-control, spiritual discipline, and law, who received the primordial
wisdom of the cosmos directly from the Supreme.

Sage Uchathya - the elder brother of Brhaspati, son of Angiras, and revered Rgvedic seer.

[Also written in manuscripts and regional phonetic variants as Uchathya (3d23) or Auchathya:

He is an illustrious Vedic sage born in the lineage of Angiras (Aangirasa). He is the eldest son of Sage
Angiras and Shraddhaa, making him the elder brother of Brhaspati (the preceptor of the Devas)

and Samvarta. His son is the famous Vedic seer Dirghatamas (the celebrated blind rishi of the Rgveda
who envisioned profound cosmological hymns like the Asyavaamiya Siikta.]

Sage Agnidhvaja - "He whose standard/banner is the sacred fire", a prominent Vedic master.

[3179¢asT (AgniDhvaja) (3779e1: €ail IET F:) "One whose banner/emblem is the sacred fire"

As an Ascetic Rishi / Devotee: In Puraanic literature and texts, AgniDhvaja appears as an ancient Sage or
royal Sage (Raajarshi) renowned for uninterrupted performance of AgniHotra and blazing ascetic heat
(tapas). He is cited among the great adepts who attained supreme realization through devotion to
Shiva/Brahman. In epic and Puraanic lore, AgniDhvaja also serves as: An epithet of Agni (Fire) or fiery
celestial attendants (Pramatha Ganas). A king of solar or lunar descent who renounced worldly kingdom
to perform austerities in holy kshetras.]
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Sage Dadhici - the foremost devotee of Shiva and son of Bhrgu, famed for his invulnerable
diamond bones and supreme self-sacrifice.

Sage MauniBhaargava -The silent/ascetic descendant of Bhrgu (Mauni Bhaargava / Sage Mouni
of the Bhrgu lineage.

SIN: WRRI-s§Us: HIRTAE 7AY:|
SUAAMET JEUS: FHaur-¢a: ||
Sage Krshna Dvaipaayana Vyaasa - the arranger of the Vedas and author of the Puraanas and
MahaaBhaarata.

Sage Paraashara - the father of Vyaasa and author of the Vishnu Puraana and Brhat Paraashara
Horaasaastra.

Sage Akunda - an ascetic seer noted in Puraanic conclaves.
Sage Kavi - an epithet of Shukraachaarya and is the illustrious son of Lord Brahmaa/Bhrgu.

Sage Angiras - one of the primeval Saptarshis born from the mind of Brahmaa, to whom many
hymns of the Rgveda and AtharvaVeda were revealed.

Sage Madhu - the revered Rgvedic Sage of the Madhuchandas lineage and the seer of the
Madhu-Vidyaa.

Sage Upamanyu - the supreme devotee of Shiva whose intense childhood penance earned him
the entire Ocean of Milk /KsheeraSaagara, and who later initiated Lord Krshna into the Shaiva

tradition.

Sage Vishaakha - the spiritual manifestation associated with the divine attendants of Skanda).

Sage Tuhanda - a master ascetic of the ancient lineages.

Sage Kavasha Ailusa - the celebrated Rgvedic seer of the 10th Mandala and hero of the Aitareya
Braahmana.

Dhruva - The steadfast Sage/devotee - Dhruva -means- the archetype of unwavering resolve and
meditation.
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Deva-Rishis & Celestial Masters
Strafer-areaat s aReEgegeeaa|
TS ATfOTATISA GU-caTgugT-ge: |

Sage Jaabaali - the renowned ascetic, disciple of Vasishta and philosophical debater celebrated in
the Raamaayana.

Sage Kaashyapa - the primeval patriarch, son of Marici, and progenitor of all beings.

Sage Mitra - the Vedic solar seer / Sage associated with the Maitreya/Mitra lineages.
Devarshi Naarada - naara /spiritual wisdom + da/giver -

The celestial messenger of the gods, master of the Veenaa, and foremost teacher of devotion

(Bhakti-Siitras).

Sage Tumburu - the divine celestial master of music and melody, foremost among the
Gandharvas and an ardent devotee of Shiva.

Devarshi Parvata - the celestial companion and nephew/associate of Devarshi Naarada.

Sage Animaandavya - the exalted Sage who, falsely accused, remained immersed in Samaadhi
while impaled on an iron stake/needle (aani), whose curse upon Dharma caused the latter to
incarnate as Vidura.

Sage Danda - an ascetic seer bearing the ascetic staff of cosmic order.

Sage Vyaaghrapaada - (vyaaghra/tiger + paada feet -

The great Shaiva devotee who was granted tiger claws and feet by Lord Shiva so he could climb

dewy trees before sunrise to collect unblemished flowers for the Linga worship at Chidambaram.

Sage Hanu - or Ahahuh / Manuh depending on recension traditions, representing ancient ascetic
masters.
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Vedic Authors & Ritualist Masters

et Afaer: wuar Aafafdds:|

iR PaRee)-safdTe: |
T Uogare garafascy: |
ITECTTTASTRAIRITET SPHETI: |

Sage Vedagarbha - He in whose very core/womb resides the Vedic lore.
An epithet and proper name for revered masters who preserve the entirety of the Vedic revelation.

Sage Vitihotra - viti/enjoyment/invitation + hotra/sacrificial oblation.
A celebrated Vedic Sage and king-seer — Raajarshi - belonging to the Bhrgu lineage, celebrated in
the Rgveda and Shrauta-sitras.

Sage Kanva - the great patriarch and seer of the Eighth Mandala of the Rgveda, founder of the
Kaanva recension of the Shukla YajurVeda, and foster-father of Shakuntalaa).

Sage Medhaatithi - medhaa/intellect/sacrificial offering + atithi/guest.
The prominent Rgvedic seer of the Kanva family - seer of hymns in the 1st, 8th, and 9th Mandalas)
and a celebrated authority in ritual literature.

Sage Dhanus - an ancient ascetic Sage of the Warrior-Sage lineages.

Sage Shaunaka - the legendary Kulapati / chancellor of the Naimishaaranya conclave, author of
the Rgveda Anukramani, Brhaddevataa, and recipient of the Mundaka Upanishad.

Sage Taandaka - the revered Saamavedic master and author/teacher of the foundational
Taandya Mahaabraahmana / Pafichavimsha Braahmana.

Sage Mitravinda - "He who acquires / discovers divine harmony / friends" -
also associated with the Mitravindaa Isti sacrifice taught in the Vedic Braahmanas.

Sage Anamitraka - an- + amitra + -ka - "He who is without any enemy"
an embodiment of absolute harmlessness and universal benevolence, Ajaatashatru.

Sage / Lord Hayagriva - The divine horse-necked embodiment of supreme transcendental
knowledge, wisdom, and Vedic revelation.

Sage Pippalaada - pippala/sacred fig / fruit + to eat.
The illustrious son of Sage Dadhici, recipient of the Prashna Upanishad, and legendary founder of
the Paippalaada recension of the AtharvaVeda.

Lord Dattaatreya - datta/given+ Aatreya/son of Atri.
The primordial Avadhiita master, son of Sage Atri and Anasiiyaa,
embodying the unified trinity - Trimiirti and non-dual Self-abidance.
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Sage Avikatthana — a + vi/to boast, praise oneself - "The unboastful one" -
describing a master utterly devoid of self-praise and pride, or a Sage by this name.

Sage Agastya - aga/mountain + stambh - to halt.
The foremost Vedic seer of the Rgveda, famed for humbling the Vindhya mountains and drinking
the ocean.

Sage Anilaasha - anila/air/wind + aasha/eater.
The ascetic seer who sustains life solely on air - Vaayubhaksha.

Sage Shatarchas - shata/hundred + Rk/Vedic hymn.
The master/seer associated with a hundred sacred Rk verses - the lineage of first-Mandala seers.

Sage Aashvalaayana - patronymic of Ashvala.
The celebrated disciple of Shaunaka, author of the Aashvalaayana Grhyasiitra / Shrautasiitra, and
the recipient of the Kaivalya Upanishad.

The Four Kumaaras (Sanakaadi Rishis)
FACEHARNT FHARYT HeATcleT: |

also present were -

Sage Sananda / Sanandana - sa + nanda - "He who is united with supreme bliss".

One of the foremost primordial mind-born sons - Maanasaputras of Brahmaa, celebrated for
his eternal childlike purity, renunciation, and deep realization of non-dual consciousness.

Sage Sanaka - from sana - "ancient / from the beginning of time".
The eldest of the Four Kumaaras, eternally established in Brahma-Jnaana.

Sage SanatKumaara - often referred to simply as Kumaara - the eternal youth.
The great teacher of the Bhiima-Vidyaa to Naarada in the Chaandogya Upanishad -
and recipient/narrator of numerous esoteric teachings.

Sage Sanaatana - sanaa + tana - "The Eternal / Everlasting One".
The master who personifies timeless truth and absolute absorption in the Supreme Self.
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Foremost Shaivait Munis, beloved by Shiva

IR FARASea R HFT: |

These and other foremost Shaivait Munis, beloved by Shiva, arrived.

AR R IAIgETaea: |
They were dedicated to the sacred rite of smearing their bodies with holy ash (Bhasmoddhiilana)
while chanting the Vedic 'Agniriti Bhasma' mantras;

marked across their brows and limbs with the three lines of sacred ash (Tripundra) consecrated
by the Vedic 'Tryaayusha' mantras;

BATRTTSITEhSDhUTI: ||
and adorned with sacred Rudraaksha beads strung as upper-arm armlets (Angada) and wrist
bracelets (Kankana) - (all those foremost Sages assembled to hear the revelation)!

TR : -

Refers specifically to the seven Vedic Bhasma mantras from the Bhasmajaabaala and KaalaagniRudra
Upanishads. It serves as the primary Vedic formula for Bhasma-Snaana and Bhasmoddhulana (the ritual
smearing of consecrated sacred ash across the body), contemplating that all five elements (Paficamahaabhiitas)
and all instruments of perception dissolve back into the ultimate, unchanging reality of Pure Consciousness.

FFaRfa sl

TR #E=A |

AR HEHA|

dfAfa #EaA|

AAfa JE A |

¥4 T a1 3¢ HEAI
T T TR HEta ||

Agni is ash, Wind is ash, Water is ash, Earth is ash, Ether is ash,
all this manifested universe is ash, mind and these senses are ash.

[?JI'QI@T: - Refers to the Vedic Tripundra consecration mantras- it is the primary Vedic formula chanted
while drawing the three horizontal lines of sacred ash (Tripundra) across the forehead, chest, and arms.

SN SiHACIe: PRI SAGEH |
TRAY RN deell 3R SAIVA
R-3gue, (AYH) | STHAGIA: | HIET | -G (FAYH)

A | Ay | F-3mguA Gagwe) | ad | @ | Ineg | B-amgue (argue)
May the threefold lifespan of Sage Jamadagni, the threefold lifespan of Sage Kashyapa,
and the threefold eternal life that belongs to the Devas -
may that very same threefold lifespan belong unto us!

Beyond its literal prayer for physical longevity (aayush), this Vedic mantra operates on three distinct
esoteric tiers.
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The Esoteric Meaning of "Tri-aayusha" (Threefold Life)
The prefix “Tri’ - does not simply denote a prolonged calendar life, but the perfection of consciousness
across three dimensions:

Three States of Consciousness (Avasthaa-traya):
Mastery over waking (Jaagrat), dream (Svapna), and deep sleep (Sushupti), culminating in the
witness-consciousness (Turlya).

Three Vedic Bodies (Sarira-traya):
Vitality across the gross physical body (Sthiila-sharira), the subtle energy/mental body (Stikshma-
sharira), and the causal seed body (Kaarana-sharira).

Three Time-modes (Trikaala):

Liberation from the anxiety of past (Bhiita), present (Vartamaana), and future (Bhavisyat), anchoring

the mind in timeless awareness. |

[The Archetypes of Realization:

The Sages and divinities invoked represent specific spiritual principles rather than mere historical figures:

Jamadagni - (Jaamad-agni - "The Consuming Fire")

Jamadagni symbolizes the awakened digestive and spiritual fire (Jaatharaagni & Jiaanaagni).

His ‘tri-aayusha’ is the life of one whose inner fire has burned away all karmic impurities, granting
pristine vitality and unclouded discernment.

Kashyapa - anagram/esoteric root for Pashyaka - "The Seer":
In Vedic etymology Kashyapa is pashyaka- the all-perceiving witness.
His tri-aayusha is the unbroken vision of truth that perceives the divine essence pervading all created forms.

The Devas (Yad Deveshu):

The Devas embody the immortal, luminous cosmic principles (Div - lustre).

To partake in their lifespan is to elevate human perception so that one's senses (Indriyas) function with
divine clarity rather than mortal limitation. ]

[The Tripundra Connection: Ash as the Ultimate Truth:
When recited during the application of the three sacred ash lines (Tripundra), the mantra becomes an
act of non-dual realization:

Bottom-line - Gaarhapatya Fire / Tamas - Transcending physical inertia and mortality
Middle Line - Dakshinaagni / Rajas - Transcending emotional agitation and desire
Top line - aahavaniya Fire / Sattva - Dissolving subtle spiritual ego into pure Shiva-consciousness

By drawing the three lines with this chant, the practitioner acknowledges:
"Though this physical body will reduce to ash, the triple vitality of the awakened seer -
transcending the three Gunas, three fires, and three states - is my true, immortal nature."]

USAIERSTITE: TsaRAeEAAdcuT: | 3UdRREr 3 gorafea &gafe =il

They were devoted to the chanting of the ‘Panchaakshara Mantra’ and were absorbed in meditating
upon the five-faced form of Shiva.

They worshipped and praised the Lord using the Atharvashirsha Upanishad (one of the primary
Vedic texts dedicated to the realization of Rudra-Siva as the supreme Absolute).
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NOTES:

[This verse highlights the complete synthesis of classical Shaiva Saadhana practised by the assembled
Sages:

Vaachika (Verbal/Sonic): Constant repetition of the Shrt Paichaakshart Mantra.

Maanasika (Cognitive/Visual): Meditation on the Five Cosmic Faces (Pafichabrahma-miirti)
governing creation, preservation, destruction, concealment, and grace.

Shrauta (Vedic Liturgy): Recitation of the Atharvashiras Upanishad, where Lord Rudra declares
‘His non-dual identity’ as the all-pervading substratum of existence. ]

gar & & ¥ NPAIATA SaT TEAYTS=] r Harfafa|
Asseeds: JUAATE aaifd T Al T A R afalks sfa |
car: | & | & | TIH | ANBH | A | I | &aT: | FGH | YT |
&: | I (dare) | 3fa

g: | 3rsrdrd |

HeHA | Uh: | UYASA | EHA | adifF | T | AfasafHmy | T

| 3 | B | FE: | afaime: | 3fa |

The Devas verily ascended to the heavenly realm and asked Lord Rudra:

"Who are You?'
He replied:

'l alone existed in the beginning, I exist in the present; and I alone shall exist in the future.
There is nothing whatsoever distinct or separate from Me!""

This is the opening declaration of the Atharvashiras Upanishad attached to the AtharvaVeda.

It serves as the foundational text for the Vedic doctrine of Rudra-Shiva as the unconditioned, non-dual
Absolute (Nirguna ParaBrahman), transcending past, present, and future while simultaneously being
the material and efficient cause of all that exists. ]

FRRSESUE®: FRIChIeISITgST: |

Some were absorbed in the chanting and study of the Atharvashikhaa Upanishad;
some to the Kaivalya-Upanishad,

[Shikhaa: Refers to the Atharvashikhaa Upanishad (the profound text expounding the four paadas of
Pranava and the meditation on Shiva/Rudra as the supreme Dhyaatur Dhyeyam).]

YUTARATHIART: S IASSIeTeISTae: ||
some were entirely dedicated to the continuous practice and meditation on the sacred Pranava
(Omkaara); some were reciters of the Jaabaala Upanishad.

[Jaabaala: Refers to the Jaabaala Upanishad / Bhasmajaabaala Upanishad (famed for the dialogue between
Yaajnavalkya and the Sages on the sacred nature of Avimukta-Kshetra/Kaashi, Bhasma, and the
realization of Rudra.]

[This verse highlights the primary canon of classical Shaiva Upanishads that form the core curriculum of
non-dual Shiva contemplation:
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Atharvashikhaa Upanishad: Teaches that Lord Rudra is the fourth and supreme state beyond Brahmaa,
Vishnu, and the Devas, to be meditated upon via the Omkaara.

Kaivalya Upanishad: Teaches ‘Hrdayaaravinda-stha Dhyaana’ - meditating on the Lord with His consort
Umaa (Umaasahaaya) in the lotus of the heart to attain Kaivalya (absolute freedom).

Pranavaabhyaasa: The yogic integration of breath (Praana) and mantra (Om), leading to the silencing of
mental modifications (Chitta-vrtti-nirodha).

Jaabaala Upanishad: Teaches the esoteric geography of inner liberation through the Bhrimadhya (eyebrow
centre) as the true Avimukta-Kshetra.]

Jeadec ATACIHTATIGSTURT: | HiFdTRETAT WeATqga=d Jeulead||
(FE-TU=cRHA| AT -TTH-3TIE-SIMYT: FIRATH:| TAT| HEFAH| Fame, T| JS[uTH| T2T)
Chanting the sacred Brhat, Rathantara, Vaamadevya, and other sublime melodies of the
SaamaVeda,

they continuously recited the complete Samhitas of the Saaman chants,
the Rk hymns of the Rgveda, and the sacred prose formulas of the YajurVeda!

[J€d (brhat): The Brhat Saaman (one of the principal musical melodies of the SaamaVeda, representing
cosmic vastness and the heavenly realm).

XA (rathantaram): The Rathantara Saaman (the foundational melody symbolizing the earth, primal
power, and divine momentum).]

[VaamaDeva-Saaman: The sacred Vaamadevya Saaman (based on the hymns of Sage VaamaDeva,
celebrated in the Chaandogya Upanishad as the melody of universal harmony.

Aadi: "And other principal Saaman melodies" (such as the Jyestha-saaman, Raurava, or Mahaadivaakirtya).]

[The Three Great Saamans (TrayT Saamaani):
The verse highlights the three foremost musical harmonies of the Saamaveda:

Brhat Saaman: The transcendent cosmic chant linked with the celestial realm.

Rathantara Saaman: The earth-aligned, foundational chant invoked during sacred Vedic rites.
Vaamadevya Saaman: The melody celebrating cosmic resonance and non-dual delight ("Lokeshu
vaamadevyam protam...").]

Integration of the Trayi-Vidyaa:

By combining Rk (poetic meter), Yajus (sacrificial prose), and Saaman (musical melody), the text
emphasizes that the assembly of Shaiva Sages was fully established in the orthodox Vedic canon
(Veda-tray1), synthesizing external Shrauta recitation with inward non-dual realization of Lord Shiva.]

TETCATISTUTHD: UESIeIuRIIuT: | §d fIgemaui@ere Fiaadar:

Engrossed in the sacred chanting of the Shri Rudraadhyaaya (SrT Rudram), utterly dedicated
to the five Panchabrahma mantras,

all those foremost of Sages (Munisattamaah) were constantly absorbed in the ritual worship
of the sacred ShivaLinga across the three junctures of the day (Trikaalam).
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[Shr1 Rudraadhyaaya (The Crown of the Yajurveda):

The verse places the recitation of the Shatarudriya (Namakam and Chamakam) at the centre of the Sages'
practice. In Vedic tradition, Shr1 Rudram serves as both an expiation for all karma (Praayashchitta) and a
direct means to non-dual illumination.

The Panchabrahma Mantras:These five Vedic mantras from the Taittiriya Aaranyaka correspond to the
five faces and cosmic functions of Lord SadaaShiva:

Sadyojaata: Creation (Srshti) - Earth / West. VaamaDeva: Preservation (Sthiti) - Water / North.
Aghora: Dissolution (Samhaara) - Fire / South. Tatpurusha: Concealment (Tirobhaava) - Air / East.
Ishaana: Grace / Revealing Liberation (Anugraha) - Space / Zenith.

Trikaala-Lingaarchana (Triple Daily Worship):

The Sages practised Nitya-karmaanusthaana through threefold daily Linga-worship, harmonizing the outer
Vedic fire rites (Shrauta Yajiia) with the inner Aagamic liturgy (Maanasika & Baahya Linga-piijaa).]

USERGSTUIThl: TSaRAEEATA eI | RIGAIasiIpRY Aaanfeeagsrer: |

Deeply absorbed in the chanting of the Paficharudra hymns, entirely dedicated to meditating upon
the Five-Faced Lord (Pafichaasya), partaking exclusively of the consecrated offerings of Shiva -
they unfailingly and strictly worshipped the Lord, with sacred Bilva leaves.

RregarafaRar Acaf@cardaRer:| dederdaeasT seu_EeRoT: ||

Delighting in the supreme treasure of complete dispassion (Vairaagya),

thoroughly skilled in discerning between the eternal and the ephemeral (Nityaanitya-vastu-viveka);
knowers of the Vedas, the true import of the Vedic scriptures, and the ultimate Reality -

they were profound thinkers endowed with steady, unshakeable wisdom.

[This verse explicitly frames the assembly of Shaiva Sages in terms of classical Vedaantic qualifications
(Adhikaara-sampatti):

Viveka & Vairaagya: The verse opens with the first two pillars of the fourfold path of Self-realization
(Saadhana-Catustaya-Sampatti) - the discernment between the Real and the unreal (Nityaanitya-vastu-
viveka) and non-attachment to transient objects (Vairaagya).

Drdha-Prajfiaa (Sthitaprajiiatva): Parallel to the Gitaa's archetype of the Sthitaprajia, these Sages have
stabilized their intellect in the non-dual truth, remaining undisturbed by dualities.

Shabda-Brahman to Para-Brahman: They have mastered both the textual scripture (Veda) and its
experiential culmination (Vedaartha-tattva), making them the ideal vessel to receive the supreme non-dual
disclosure of the ShivaRahasya.]

JUET IRREHT ERITRAATIT: | RigaraAsurawregder RafReder: |

They were all living embodiments (Raashayah) of immense austerities (Tapas), accompanied by
their devout wives (Sadaaraah), and wholly dedicated to Lord Shiva;

deeply absorbed in the continuous chanting of the holy names of Shiva (Shiva-naama-japa),
they were ceaseless contemplators (Shiva-chintakaah) of the Supreme Lord at all times!

[The ‘Sadaara Tradition’ of Vedic Sages: The term HGIRT: highlights that the supreme Shaiva realization

is not restricted to world-renouncing ascetics (Sannyaasins). The foremost Vedic seers (such as Vasishta
with Arundhati, Agastya with Lopaamudraa, and Atri with Anasiiyaa) maintained idealized householder
lives (Grhasthaashrama) while functioning as the complete masters of yoga and tapas.
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Naama-Saadhana to Smarana:
The verse pairs verbal repetition (FRIGATHSIT) with unbroken mental remembrance (Fder fRrafI=der:),

demonstrating the transition from active practice (Japa) to effortless, continuous contemplation
(Smarana/Dhyaana). |

TR FeriEryufhfeaun: | ReaufegafRdar mearea S|

All dedicated to the sacred AgniHotra fire rites, their impurities and sins completely burned away
(Dagdhakilbishaah) through sacrifices and sacred rituals, they arrived through the celestial skies
(Nabho'dhvanaa), accompanied by their assemblies of disciples and grand-disciples.

‘SKANDA, THE GREAT KNOWER’

[Skanda (¥heq) is the radiant second son of Lord Shiva and Goddess Paarvati, embodying the fiery
martial might of the divine and the supreme realization of transcendent wisdom (Jfiaana-Shakti).

Etymology & Primary Epithets:

Skanda (¥he<): Derived from ‘skand’ to leap, spurt, emit) - born of the radiant divine effulgence
emitted from Shiva’s third eye.

Kumaara ($HR): The eternal youthful prince who remains ever youthful and untouched by ageing
or decay.

Kaartikeya (PTIRIRA): Fostered and nurtured by the six Krittikaas.

Shanmukha / AaruMugan (YUH™): The Six-Faced One, representing mastery over the five senses
plus the mind, or the five cosmic elements plus the soul.

Subrahmanya (g0 ): "He who is exceptionally favourable to the Supreme Brahman" / the
embodiment of Vedic truth.

Guha (?{E): "The Concealed One" - who dwells within the secret cave of the spiritual heart
(Hrdaya-guhaa).

Murugan ((Lp(TH&60T): In the Tamil tradition, the supreme lord of beauty, youth, and fragrance.
Senaapati (4Td{d): The Commander-in-Chief of the celestial forces (Devasenaa).

Symbolism & Divine Attributes:
“Vel’ (ATh / Shakti): The sacred spear, gifted by ParaaShakti, representing sharp, non-dual

discriminating intellect (Jnaana), with its broad base, long stem, and razor-sharp tip penetrating
the darkness of ignorance (Avidyaa).

‘MayiiraVaahana’ (Peacock Mount): Symbolizes the destruction of poisonous desires/ego (the
serpent beneath its talons) and the beauty of cosmic harmony.

‘Kukkuta Dhvaja’ - in the flag (Rooster Emblem): Perched on His battle standard, heralding the
dawn of spiritual awakening and dispelling the night of illusion.

Guru of Shiva - SwaamiNaatha (FaTf&eIr): Celebrated as the preceptor who revealed the esoteric
significance of the primordial Pranava (Om) to His own father, Lord Shiva, at SwaamiMalai.
Guru Guha: In classical Advaita and devotional traditions (notably celebrated in the Subrahmanya

Bhujangam and Tiruppugazh), Skanda is revered not merely as a God of war, but as the supreme
master of Self-inquiry (Jiiaana-Guru).]
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SKANDAASHRAMA

TheeIHH TIEACAECR UTdAUTTAH ATARRG -0 GdIlegd- N fHaa ||

They reached the Aashram of Skanda (Skandaashrama) on the banks of the Sarasvati River,
the most purifying of all holy places.

It was filled with various attendants of Skanda and graced by the presence of Devas and
Gandharvas.

Areng-REY gud AEAaeeiiAaH dieadRd¥d gEhifhd-Taariads |
Located on the sacred peak of the Blue Mountain (Neelaadri), the ashram was sheltered by various

excellent trees.
It echoed with the sounds of dancing peacocks and the songs of male cuckoos.

FHTRD-HASHYE HUIA-PACSPc: FSIT-IISTGIIOT-ATel-STIT - |
The air was filled with the chirping of parrots and mynas, the cooing of pigeons, and the resonant
sounds of Mrdanga and Muraja drums, accompanied by the rhythmic melodies of the Veenaa.

SKANDAALAYA
Tl Icthee NI Ihdc P Al | ThealddAURIE] AANA- RIS |

TMRIECT-del - au-UTeh-MTHTH, FaoTaidreier-Aele-eiiarea I
g HEeTea e Tradhdageed Aeareet: |

The Munis beheld the residence of Skanda, adorned with various gems and featuring clusters

of blooming lotuses where groups of Kinnaras were dancing.

The palace was beautified with grand towered gateways (Gopuras), curved cornices (valabhi),
watchtowers, high earthen ramparts (Vapra), and encircling boundary walls - all glittering with
gold and inset with the nine precious gems.

It was furnished with divine couches and magnificent thrones, filled with Bakula flowers brought
by Gandharvas and also the sound of their celestial singing.

SKANDA
ATy @S Vg APciodold |gH-UTdel-t{ ToroareR-diad# I

heAchdhiAd RFGUST-MATH HERIAATAI G -HhTaR-Fehe A |
e HERDEATATIGetd eeYHATEHI Tehee, shi>aIeRUTEH |

There they saw Skanda, seated upon a throne, the granter of boons, possessing six faces and
wearing a brilliant crown. Dressed in golden-yellow silk, he was being fanned by moving
Chaamaras. The incredibly beautiful son of MahaaShakti was adorned with wonderful earrings
made of shining gold and jewels, and his beautiful neck was decorated with priceless gem
garlands and pearl necklaces, and he was holding the Shakti weapon in his hand.

All the Munis gazed upon Skanda, the piercer of Mount Krauncha.

YUTHI SNV AAdheeacdadd | ad fafée-fageu-fagw gaaegaa|

Jaigeeshavya and other Munis saluted Skanda, the imperishable one, and sat comfortably on the
seats as directed by him.

AHEEGIAA FHRIIT HEATTYATTEAUTTHSE: |
AREAHTH: TRYUTTGHET AT ellchs fgdefgrarsra |
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Jaigeeshavya, moving with the speed of the wind and as if touching the sky,

arrived with all traces of sin (world-reality) washed away by the application of sacred ash.
Shining like the clear autumn sky and possessing the lustre of the Full-moon,

he beheld Skanda, who possesses the divine splendour of the Son of the Mountain-Daughter.
Immersed in a great ocean of bliss upon beholding the lotus-like face of Jaigeeshavya,
Skanda realized that the Great Muni had come into his presence having been sent by

Shiva, the Destroyer of Tripura.

urd 8T AA-THT-ZGT-TAUI-HAUA §€: YEde]: UpE-aaadgryd-ard AfAA|
SINYEIT-HIEGE-Geleh-dfadad] Fsredl AdedTelichad e
HATUafIaEIedIm . FilegH AA-AATTISIcHT-IL-aOT YR AT |

Observing that the Muni was a fit recipient for the instructing the ‘True Intent of the Scripture’,
which was close to the Heart of Shiva, Skanda was delighted; and his body flourished, recognizing
the Sage as one ready for the highest spiritual instruction.

The Six-faced Lord (Skanda), the Best among Shaivas, experienced a continuous (tati) ‘thrill of
joy’ (horripilation) upon the touch of Jaigeeshavya's limbs.

Looking at the Muneendra with satisfied eyes, his own heart and body whitened by the sacred ash,
Skanda considered the Sage to be one who was completely free of desires and truly capable of
holding and protecting the supreme boons of the Son of Menaa’s daughter.

(Menaa is the wife of Himavaan)

Skanda spoke:
CACRIHAHHATCHHAT: GOTET HA, AT HIAT QU RIeREEIUATHUH|

By the excitement arising out of your arrival, my confusions have completely ended.
Long ago, Lord Shiva narrated to me that which is known as the Shiva-Rahasya-Dharma.

gacfAa ReyfAiReasarguraiat gqeaafd Aeadedait Muedecardll

Similar to the ocean swelling with the joining of rivers, my mind exults in the ocean of the
nectar of Shiva's stories; yet, the cause of (further) awakening resides in you.

AT - BeR [ATYUIHSHI STl AN g REF T |
By the fruits of mature penance (spontaneously ripened) (prachelima) and through the

accumulation of immeasurable merit, you have arrived here,
sent by the Enemy of Tripura (Lord Shiva).

AfAsaly [AAVAEcad AT AT AT FhIsTU HaAY a1 THAATA I |

Among all the Munis, the compassion of the Great Lord (Mahesha) is especially upon you;
indeed, there is no other worshipper of the Linga of the Lord of Pramathas (Shiva) like you,
in all the worlds

sfa ANARED T>HY SNV TAREHIATH TEAISSAT:

END OF THE SEVENTH CHAPTER
TITLED
‘THE MEETING OF JAIGEESHAVYA AND SKANDA’
IN
THE FIRST PART OF THE GLORIOUS SHIVARAHASYA




